MEDIA RELEASE

Successful launch of Kleos Space Scouting Mission satellites into 37 degree
Inclined Orbit
•

Kleos’ cluster of four satellites (KSM1) deployed into a 575 km 37 degree inclined orbit

•

Kleos to generate revenues in Q1 2021

•

Second cluster of satellites (KSF1) scheduled to be launched mid next year

Luxembourg, 09 November 2020: Kleos Space S.A. (ASX: KSS, Frankfurt: KS1), a space-powered Radio
Frequency Reconnaissance data-as-a-service (DaaS) company, is proud to announce the successful
deployment of its Scouting Mission satellites (KSM1) following the launch on India’s Space Research
Organization’s (ISROs) Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C49 from Chennai, India on the 7th
November 2020.
Kleos’ cluster of four satellites have been launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre aboard PSLV
C49 under a rideshare contract with Spaceflight Inc. Deployment from the launch vehicle into their
allocated orbit at 37-degree inclination has occurred and initial communications established. The inorbit commissioning phase now commences to prepare the satellites to collect data over crucial areas
of interest such as Strait of Hormuz, South China Sea, East/West Africa, Southern Sea of Japan,
northern Australian coast e.g. the Timor Sea.
Kleos CEO Andy Bowyer said, “We are very excited to have our cluster of four satellites in orbit, only
three years after founding Kleos Space. This launch marks an important milestone for Kleos to start
delivering our commercial and independent data to government agencies, the intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) community and organisations interested in locating threats,
assets or those in need of search and rescue. I would like to thank the entire team at Kleos Space,
GomSpace, ISRO and Space Flight as they have gone above and beyond the call of duty to get our
Scouting satellites launched in the middle of a worldwide pandemic. Additionally I would like to thank
the wider team around us, we have an incredible group of shareholders, stakeholders and partners
who have been on this journey with us, and I look forward to working with them as we now grow”.
Kleos CTO Miles Ashcroft said of the successful launch, “This is the fruition of a massive amount of
hard work by the team. They have made sure this has happened through the most unusual of times,
and I am grateful for their dedication which has been exemplary. I am proud of them for what they
have achieved, and they should be proud of themselves too. We are in a good position for developing
our systems to exploit data, we are making fantastic progress on the next mission (KSF1) already, these
really are exciting times for Kleos”.
Franz Fayot, Luxembourg Minister of the Economy, Minister for Development Cooperation and
Humanitarian Affairs congratulated the Kleos Space team and said: “With the launch of the first
satellites, the team of Kleos has reached yet another milestone in the successful development of the
company. Kleos and its activities in Luxembourg are a perfect showcase to demonstrate how space-
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related companies find here a nurturing and supportive environment with an established community
of high-tech businesses, researchers, and entrepreneurs along with access to the necessary support,
services and facilities.”
François Bausch, Luxembourg Minister of Defence, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Mobility
and Public Works said: “It is for me of utmost importance that all our endeavours serve to keep our
World, but also Space, a peaceful domain. We should therefore develop meaningful capacities for our
common defence as well as for society in general. The activities of Kleos in Luxembourg and the launch
of these first satellites are perfectly in line with this objective and we look forward to Kleos
contributing to our efforts to build valuable data sets1”.
“While using innovative technologies developed in Luxembourg, Kleos can contribute to make this
World a bit more safe and secure. I would sincerely like to congratulate Kleos for the launch of these
first satellites and wish you a lot of success.”
The multi-satellite Scouting Mission system form the foundation of a constellation that delivers a
global picture of hidden maritime activity, enhancing the intelligence capability of government and
commercial entities when AIS (Automatic Identification System) is defeated, imagery is unclear, or
targets are out of patrol range. The first scouting mission is made up of 4x satellites built by GomSpace
in Denmark.
While the first cluster in orbit, Kleos remains focused on securing additional Government and
commercial contracts and is on track to generate first revenues in Q1 2021.
The development of Kleos’ second cluster of satellites (KSF1), is already underway and subsequent to
an initial review on the 6th November is expected to pass PDR within the next week. This activity is on
track to have satellites procured, assembled and integrated for the mid 2021 launch slot (window
opens 1st June 2021).
This mission will be named Polar Vigilance Mission and is a cluster of four satellites, launching into a
Sun Synchronous Orbit. The Polar Vigilance Mission will enhance the company’s RF geolocation data
delivered by the Kleos Scouting Mission by covering areas North and South of the Scouting Mission
37-degree inclined orbit in addition to increasing overall coverage time in the equatorial region and
increasing revenues.
- ENDS For further information, please contact:
Kleos Space S.A.
Andy Bowyer
Managing Director
andy.bowyer@kleos.space
+352 2088 2290
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Media
Pascale Kauffman
Apollo Strategists
pascale.kauffman@apollo.lu
+352 621 889 403

The complete message of congratulations from the Minister of Defence can be read in attachment I.
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About Kleos Space S.A.
Kleos Space S.A. is a space enabled, activity-based intelligence, data as a service company based in
Luxembourg with subsidiaries in the UK, US and Australia. Kleos aims to guard borders, protect assets
and save lives by delivering global activity-based intelligence and geolocation as a service. The Kleos
constellation will be progressively increased, growing to a maximum of 20 clusters improving and
enhancing the data Kleos can provide to customers.
Kleos has secured a significant number of pre-orders and has a pipeline of over 100 active
opportunities which provide a solid base to the Company’s outlook following deployment of the Kleos
Scouting Mission satellites and increasing opportunities and revenues through to the deployment of
the full constellation – www.kleos.space.
Media documentation and video messages
-

A complete press kit can be downloaded here: link
Video messages from the Minister of Defence and the Director of Luxinnovation can be viewed here:
link

-

Attachments:
o
o
o

-

Attachment I: complete message of congratulations from the Minister of Defence
KSM illustration artwork (source: Kleos Space)
KSM mission patch (source: Kleos Space)

Kleos Space media gallery : https://www.flickr.com/photos/183633136@N03/albums/
Kleos’ media gallery is always updated and comprehensive. The use of former pictures provided by Kleos and which are not
featured in the gallery, need prior approval by Kleos Space.
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ATTACHMENT I: Message of congratulations
François Bausch, Luxembourg Minister of Defence, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Mobility
and Public Works
----------------Dear Kleos Space team,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I am very pleased and honoured in joining you in today’s launch event of your first satellites.
It is for me of utmost importance that all our endeavours serve to keep our World, but also Space, a
peaceful domain. We should therefore develop meaningful capacities for our common defence as well
as for society in general.
In Luxembourg, we follow a so-called “3D Foreign policy”, a common and comprehensive approach,
integrating the means of Diplomacy, Development Cooperation and Defence policy.
In this context, Space is one of the domains where Luxembourg is building capacities, serving not only
military activities but also civilian applications.
The activities of KLEOS in Luxembourg and the launch of these first satellites are perfectly in line with
this objective and we look forward to KLEOS contributing to our efforts to build valuable data sets.
While using innovative technologies developed in Luxembourg, KLEOS can contribute to make this
World a bit more safe and secure.
KLEOS data will indeed allow for the geolocation and tracking of assets and threats on land and at sea
for both, security and humanitarian purposes.
Efforts of Governments and international organizations around the World to track and prevent illegal
and harmful activities, such as piracy, human and arms trafficking, illegal fishing and pollution will
hence become much easier and cost-effective.
I would sincerely like to congratulate KLEOS for the launch of these first satellites and wish you a lot
of success!
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